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Film celebrating the 100th anniversary of the founding »the Skala« club.
The 18th Mountaineering Film Festival will be inaugurated this year by the local feature-length mountaineering film "Maverick from the edge" by Igor Vrtačnik.
The 107-minute biographical, mountaineering, historical and adventure film tells the story of the beginnings of the Slovenian climbing elite, the formation of vitality and self-confidence, and the reinforcement of national pride.
Cultural and historical background of the film:
The second half of the 19th century was a time of searching for a national identity for Slovenians, who felt the pressure of the Germans on their territory and the systematic Germanisation in all spheres of life - cultural, economic, social, sporting and educational. In mountaineering, this conflict extended to the conquest of the highest peaks, in particular the championships on the prestigious North Triglav Wall. There, the young and daring mountaineers of »the Skala« club, founded in Ljubljana in 1921, the so-called "Skalaši", reached a top level in climbing technique, on a par with the leading German and Italian climbers. Among the "Skalaši" were two Slovenian climbers, Pavla Jesih and Mira Marko Debelak, considered among the best climbers of their time in the world.
The central character of »Maverick from the edge« is Joža Čop, “the little illiterate man, but great mountaineer”, whose dedication, fearlessness, and perseverance earned him the deep respect, trust, and admiration of his contemporaries, as well as of all subsequent generations of Slovenians. As a member of the Skala Club, he was a role model for the Skala members, in 1973, the novel " The wall" was published. This biographical novel tells the story of "a top alpinist who is conquered by women, but he rather conquers wall - ultimately the central pillar, which is called Čop's Pillar after him". Jože Čop also tried his hand as an actor, appearing in the first two Slovenian films, In the Kingdom of the Golden Horn (1931) and Triglav Steeps (1932), produced by the Skala Club.
The Skala Club, was therefore also active in the cultural and natural science fields. From their ranks came some of the finest photographers, writers, lecturers, skiers, mountain rescuers and film-makers. 
Igor Vrtačnik (Transatlantic 05 (2007), Ama Dablam, a dream unfolded (Best Alpine Film Award at the 11th FGF 2017) who directed, scripted, produced and edited the film Maverick from the Edge said of his motivation for making the film: “The duration and the passing of living memory is a special miracle that shows how close and far we actually are, regardless of the decades and even centuries that stand between us. “ 

He dedicates it to the great mountaineers.
The film was made during the 130th anniversary of the birth of Jože Čop, the 130th anniversary of the founding of the Slovenian Mountaineering Association and the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Skala Club. 
The climbing sequences were filmed in the Triglav North Face, using authentic climbing equipment and climbing techniques from the early days of mountaineering. The filming took place in the Vrata valley,  and in the Triglav North Face.
The film was co-produced by Radiotelevizija Slovenija with the participation of the  Slovenian Mountain Museum , the Triglav National Park, the Film Archive of the Republic of Slovenia and Slovenian film found.
The official premiere of the film will open the 18th Mountaineering Film Festival on 12 February, which will feature a range of mountaineering and mountaineering films until 17 February.
Interesting fact: 
The film is 107 minutes long, the same as the original version of the first Slovenian feature film In the Kingdom of the Goldhorn. It is also the director's tribute and homage to the extraordinary personality of Prof. Janko Ravnik; mountaineer, musician, composer, photographer, and of course director, screenwriter, and editor of the first Slovenian feature film, In the Kingdom of the Goldenhorn.
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~ Fimozibelkiin zacetkih oblikovanja slovenske intelektualne ter $portne
. elite,-slovenskega vitalizma, samozavestiin narodnega ponosa.
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